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September Birthdays 
September 3 
Liz Lassere 
 
September 4 
Shana Lane 
 
September 9 
Taylor Kirksey 
 
September 18 
Karen Whitford 
 
September 19 
Candi Cripps 

September 20 
Pat Stockman 
 
September 21 
John Braudis 
Gwyneth Brown 
 
September 25 
Celena Hoover 
 
September 29 
Judy Colson 
Megan Rogers 
Miguel Saavedra 

Abuse Hotline 
1-800-222-8000 

Our Volunteers are the backbone of our program.  They are the ones who are out there getting 
to know the child and conducting an independent investigation so that they can report to the 
Court what they truly believe would be in the best interest of the child.  Without these trained 
and dedicated individuals, we would not be able to provide a voice for the deserving children 
we are tasked to serve.   

As you know, our Volunteer training is an intense process that provides the new Volunteer with 
the proper foundation and necessary skills needed for their role as an advocate for the abused 
and neglected child on their journey through the Youth Court system.  To be in compliance with 
National CASA Association, we follow their recommended training curriculum which is a mini-
mum of 30 hours.  In order to accommodate the majority of our applicants, we host these 
training sessions in the evenings, usually 2 nights a week from 6:00 – 9:00. 

Our final Volunteer Training for 2016 is scheduled for the month of September with the first 
session set for the 8th.  The remaining sessions will be held each Tuesday and Thursday 
throughout the remainder of the month and the first week of October.  Induction is tentatively 
scheduled for October 10.  See page 3 for complete schedule. 

At this time, we have only two confirmed participants.  We would love to provide training to 
them but it is not economically advisable to host a training of this size.  Consequently, we need 
additional applicants in order to host the September training.  If you know someone that has 
expressed interest in getting involved with our program, please let them know about our im-
pending training.  Although it is recommended that the application is completed prior to the 
beginning of training, it is not too late.  New applicants can drop by the CASA office to pick up 
an application, call us and we will mail them a copy or they can access the application on our 
website www.jccasa.net   

Make a difference in the life of a child.  Become a CASA Volunteer! 

 

http://www.jccasa.net
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Court Dates  

County Conference's 

Page 2 CASA CONNECTION 

County Conference's are held every six months to discuss and review the permanent plan of the child/children in foster care.  
Your attendance and input is requested.  The review is NOT a court hearing, however, the testimony delivered during the confer-
ence will be provided to the Court to aid in making decisions about the Child’s best interest.  Please contact the CASA staff if 
you are not able to attend. 

Your Court date is very important.  Your presence is needed at all Court hearings.  However, if you are unavailable to attend, 
please contact the CASA office and provide an update of your case.   CASA staff will present your report to the Court.  Your input 
is essential.  Your child/children are counting on you to provide their voice in Court.  Please review the schedule 
carefully.  If you have any questions contact Amy or any staff for assistance.   

In–Service Dates for Volunteers 
To maintain your CASA standing you are required to complete 12 hours of In-Service training each year.   Be sure to 
include any completed In-Service hours on your monthly reports. We would like to discuss topics that would be beneficial to you.  
Please contact the CASA staff if you have special requests.  
 
Our last Volunteer Training for 2016 will begin September 8. Classes will be held throughout the month with Induction tentatively 
scheduled for October 10.  All active volunteers are invited to attend and/or assist in training classes.  Contact the CASA staff if 
you would like to participate.  Be sure to include this time as In-Service hours on your monthly reports.  Your assistance and par-
ticipation in these classes is greatly appreciated.  See page 3 for the complete training schedule. 
 
The City of Pascagoula is hosting Festival Hispano Saturday, September 17, 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. at River Park, 4100 Clark 
Street.  This is an excellent opportunity to gain valuable In-Service hours while you are having a good time learning about another 
culture.  There will be a tamale cook-off, music, food and arts available for your enjoyment.  For more information call 228-938-
2352. See flyer on page 4. 
 
Bacot McCarty Foundation and IP Casino, Resort and Spa will host Renaissance the Runway on September 29 to showcase the tal-
ents and benefit several local non profit organizations.  We are fortunate to be one of the selected agencies.  We will need your 
assistance with this event.  We have been asked to help publicize the event and sell tickets.  Contact any CASA staff if you have a 
business or organization that could display the poster or if you would like to help sell tickets.  See page 4 for details of the event.      
 
Contact the CASA office to participate in these events. 
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Our fall training session will begin September 8 and end with the Induction ceremony on October 10.  Please share this schedule 
with others that you think will be interested in becoming a volunteer.  Remember, this is also an opportunity for you to refresh 
your CASA training and gain In-Service hours.  
 

Fall Volunteer Training 

 

FYI 
August was a very busy month for the CASA 

staff.  Throughout the month we received sever-

al donations of school supplies from some of our 

Arms of CASA.  These Arms are organizations 

that help and support us in the pursuit of our 

mission.  Thanks to Biloxi-Ocean Springs Junior 

Auxiliary, Dixie Dart Association and Debbie and 

Terry Franklin our children were well prepared 

for the first day of school.  At the beginning of 

the month Ashley Grayson, representative of Biloxi-Ocean Spring Junior Auxiliary, arrived with a car 

filled with backpacks stuffed with basic school supplies; one for every child we serve.  Frances, Amy 

and Virginia and Kerry Brink attended the Dixie Dart Association’s monthly meeting to collect a large 

donation of additional supplies that helped to complete their back-to-school needs.  Also attending the 

meeting were Debbie and Terry Franklin who also made a large contribution of school supplies.  At the 

end of the month, representatives from Jackson County Republican Women’s Club, Lucy Hurst-Gordon, 

Sandra McKiernon and Ann Milazzo, arrived at the CASA office with boxes of school supplies, blankets, 

toys, baby items and a sundry of items that will keep our children stocked with school supplies as well 

as help with the upcoming holiday season.  We are so grateful for their continued support of our CASA 

mission and our children.  

In June, the Pascagoula Wells Fargo team nominated our organization for their Days of Giving 
$1,000 Community Connection Grant.  We were very honored to be nominated and considered 
for this award.  On August 2, we received notification that we had been selected as recipients 
of this grant.  Thank you Wells Fargo for this honor and for your support or our organization’s 
efforts in the community. 
 
Several of our children and their foster families attended the Biloxi Shuckers’ baseball game on 
August 7, thanks to the generous donation of tickets from Gulf Islands National Seashore.  
Although the weather was not the best, it was an enjoyable day for those in attendance.     

September 8:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.  

Meet and Greet / Orientation 

Chapter 1 Introduction to the CASA role 

September 13:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.  

Chapter 2 Introducting the Law, the Child Protection  

System & the Courts 

Chapter 3 Developing Cultural Competence 

September 15:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Chapter 4 Understanding Families, Part 1 

September 20:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Chapter 5 Understanding Families, Part 2 

September 22:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Chapter 6 Understanding Children 

September 27:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Chapter 7 Communicating as a CASA volunteer 

Fostering Futures Curriculum  

September 29:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Chapter 8 & 9 Practicing the CASA Role / Reporting and 

Monitoring 

October 4:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Chapter 10 Putting it all together 

Induction Preparation 

October 6:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Volunteer Handbook:  Issue and Review 

October 10:  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

Induction Ceremony (date subject to change) 
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The Volunteer Advisory Council (VAC) met August 15 to discuss ways to assist with 
upcoming CASA events and activities.  They also discussed ways that they could be of 
assistance to other volunteers, especially those that are newly inducted.   
 
August 18 was a very busy day.  It started 
early in the morning with the arrival of the new 
Executive Director for CASA Mississippi at our 
office.  Mary Purvis began her new role in June 
and has been busy making her way throughout 
the state to visit with each CASA program.  

She is already working hard to help make CASA Mississippi a strong supportive office for 
all programs.  Welcome aboard Mary! 
 
Jim Casey Foundation, Southern Christian Services and Jackson County CASA continue efforts towards building a network of re-

sources throughout the state that will be available to all youths and families in need.  The Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initia-

tive Community Partnership Board met August 18 in Pascagoula for a resource sharing session.  Ingrid Cloy, Site Leader for Jim 

Casey, opened the meeting by explaining the purpose of the Partnership Board.  Jan Mosley from Southern Christian Services for 

Children and Youth, Inc., Yvette Barr from Jackson County Chamber of Commerce and Fred Howell from Ingalls Ship Building 

were on hand to share information regarding resources that they have available for our older youths.  The CASA staff, several 

volunteers and area business leaders were in attendance.    

Thanks to Rita Gunn of Singing River Services we were able to host two In-Services on 
Suicide Prevention, August 19 and 25.  Ms. Gunn guided the participants through an 
open conversation on recognizing the warning signs, how to help others and what to do 
to support grievers and the community in the aftermath of a suicide.   
 
Friend of CASA Dylan Demouey and her hus-
band Dustin hosted a birthday party for their 
one year old son, Tyler on August 20.  They 
asked invited guests to bring a new and un-
wrapped book in lieu of presents for a donation 

to our program.  What a thoughtful and generous gift for our CASA children.  Thank you 
Demouey family for making a difference in the lives of children in need.     

 
August 25 Frances and Adrian 

attended an Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social at Keesler Federal Credit 

Union.  This was a great opportunity to network with local business after 

a day of work.  It was also a great opportunity to visit with old friends 

and just enjoy some good ole ice cream!    

Please remember Jackson County CASA when you shop.  All you have to 

do is choose us as your charity of choice and the AmazonSmile Founda-

tion will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to us.  For more details book-

mark this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/80-0231274 and support us 

every time you shop. Spread the word!  

 

 

 

 

 

 


